




 

 
Graduation caravan held for Palm Beach County 
youth in foster care 
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Graduation caravan held for Palm Beach County youth in foster care (WPEC) 

 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (CBS12) — Less than half of foster kids graduate high 
school and when they do, most of time there is no family there to cheer for them as 
they walk across the stage. 

This year, with graduation ceremonies canceled, the Best Foot Forward organization 
in Palm Beach county- which has a 100 percent graduation rate - found a grandiose 
way for the children in care they serve to celebrate their incredible accomplishment. 





By Steve Dorfman
Notables Staff Writer

Children enter the foster care 
system for any number of 
reasons — abuse, neglect, 

abandonment, to name a few. 
These kids did not create, nor can 
they control, their unfortunate 
circumstances. 

But there’s one thing they all 
have in common: The day they 
turn 18 they’re legally considered 
adults. 

While this used to mean instant 
homelessness, Florida law 
now enables teens to remain in 
licensed foster care or approved 
supervised “independent living 
environments” until they’re 21, 
provided such accommodations 
are even available. 

That said, the gaps in 
coverage for these kids in terms 
of emotional and financial 
support can have devastating 
consequences. 

Dropping out of high school 
(around 54% do). 

Becoming homeless or a 
perpetual “couch surfer” — 
which happens to 40%. 

Getting arrested — which also 
happens to 40%. 

And the unlikelihood of 
becoming a college graduate — 
which only 3% do — makes it 
virtually a pipe dream. 

But there’s one agency in 
Palm Beach County — Best Foot 
Forward (BFF) — solely dedicated 
to mitigating the long odds facing 
foster kids. 

Founded in 2010, BFF provides 
one-on-one support to improve a 
student’s educational experience. 

Among the ways the organization 
does so: 

■ Being involved from 
kindergarten through college. 

■ Meeting regularly in schools. 
■ Collaborating with all 

stakeholders. 
■ Bridging the gap between 

child welfare and school. 
■ Consistent support 

throughout the years. 
■ Teaching skills in test-taking, 

studying and organization. 
■ Providing individual 

academic tutoring. 
■ Communicating with 

schoolteachers. 
■ Providing remedial reading 

instruction.  
■ Teaching kids how to be one’s 

own self-advocate. 
■ Providing ongoing incentives 

and motivation. 

The BFF program has been 
remarkably successful: Kids who 
go through it have a 100% high 
school graduation rate. 

Of course, such services and 
results would not be possible 

Best Foot Forward gives kids  
in foster care resources to thrive

See BFF, 2D

Best Foot Forward Co-founder and CEO Donna Biase, GL Homes President Misha Ezratti and GL Homes 
senior director of community relations, Sarah Alsofrom. Photo taken at Lotus in Boca Raton, a GL Homes 
community. [TRACEY BENSON PHOTOGRAPHY]

Since its 2010 founding, the organization — the only one of its kind  
in Palm Beach County — has a 100% high school graduation rate with its kids. 
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The Richard David 
Kann (RDK) 
Melanoma 

Foundation will 
host its 22nd Annual 
fashion show at The 
Breakers Palm Beach 
on Monday, April 11. 

One of the season’s 
most popular fashion 
events, the RDK 
Melanoma Foundation’s 
annual fashion show 
begins at 10:30 a.m. 
Guests will enjoy an 
elegant garden party in 
The Breakers’ courtyard 
that will include a silent 
auction, scrumptious 
hors d’oeuvres, with 
flowing drinks and wine, 
followed by a runway 
fashion show at noon in 
the Venetian Ballroom, 
featuring internationally 
renowned J. Mendel 
fashions.  

After the fashion 
show, there will be an 
opportunity for guests 
to see the collection up 
close and meet J. Mendel 
designer, Gilles Mendel.   

Nancy Hart serves as 
the event’s Chairwoman 
and Suzanne Niedland is 
Honorary Chairwoman. 
Co-chairwomen include: 
Ileene Fisher, Connie 
Frankino, Marianne 
Gold, and Ari Rifkin. 
National Chair is Merrill 
Gottesman and Chair 
Emeritus is Joan G. 
Rubin. Herme de Wyman 
Miro will receive the 
Woman of the Century 
Award at the event for 
her generosity that has 
benefited countless 
communities. 

The 2022 Diamond 

Sponsor is Tampa 
General Hospital (TGH) 
and TGH President and 
CEO John Couris will 
attend, and present on 
behalf of the hospital.  

All proceeds benefit 
the RDK Melanoma 

Foundation’s mission 
to save lives through 
education about the 
prevention and early 
detection of skin cancer, 
especially melanoma, its 
deadliest form.

without the contributions of local 
philanthropists. 

For instance, GL Homes supports 
the BFF mission to its core. It has 
provided innumerable resources 
and services to BFF’s kids, including 
throwing graduation parties, giving 
them access to the arts, and providing 
everything from nutritional education 
to career advice. 

“With a laser-sharp focus on 
education, Best Foot Forward creates 
a bright future for exceptional young 
people aging out of the foster care 
system,” said GL Homes President 
Misha Ezratti. “BFF students see the 
world through the lens of a productive 
and successful life. This high-impact, 
high-performance charity ensures 
foster children graduate high school and 
college at rates far exceeding the national 
average.  Our community thrives when 
our children are successful.” 

BFF is especially excited about its 
upcoming fundraising gala — the 
annual Bash — which this year will 
have a theme of “The World Awaits.” 

“This will be a memorable evening, 
and we hope to raise a significant 
amount of money to support our 
important and diverse programs,” 
said BFF co-founder and CEO Donna 
Biase. “Best Foot Forward is thrilled 
to recognize GL Homes as the 2022 
Champion of Children Award recipient. 
Their support has been steadfast and 
instrumental in providing opportunities 
for our students to learn critical skills 
they need to be successful in school, 
work, and life. GL Homes’ efforts have 
been invaluable.”  

Among the things that attendees will 
be treated to: 

■ Learning about BFF’s successful 
programs from a former foster youth. 

■ Cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, dinner, 
dancing and silent and live auctions. 

■ Hearing from this year’s 
honorary chair, Anita Detert, about 
her community advocacy and 
philanthropy. 

■ Seeing the aforementioned GL 
Homes receive the 2022 Champion of 
Children Award. 

With tickets priced at $200 per 
person, Biase cautions that “they will 
sell out quickly.” And the evening’s 
fundraising goal is an ambitious one: 
$400,000. 

But then again, teaching our 
community’s most disadvantaged 
youngsters to be ambitious is what 
Best Foot Forward is all about.

IF YOU GO   

What: “The World Awaits” — Best Foot 
Forward’s annual Bash. 
When: Saturday, April 23, 6:30 p.m. 
Where: The Polo Club of Boca Raton, 
 5400 Champion Blvd. in Boca Raton. 
Admission: $200 per person. 
For more information: Call 561-470-8300 or 
visit bestfoot.org.

National RDK Melanoma Foundation chair,  
Merrill Gottesman. [MASATO ONODA] 

IF YOU GO   

When: Monday, April 11; 10:30 a.m. 
Where: The Breakers Palm Beach 
Tickets: $425 
Call: 561-655-9655 
Website: melanomaluncheon.com
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22nd annual fashion show will 
feature J. Mendel designs

RDK Melanoma Foundation
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Best Foot Forward 
Bash Honorary 
Chair Anita Detert 
[JENNIFER FUJIKAWA]

Best Foot Forward graduate Francis Jeune 
creates pencil sketch during art class at 
the Norton Museum of Art.  [CAPEHART]

Best Foot Forward 
Co-founder and Chief 
Program Officer 
Debbie Ellman. 
[CAPEHART] 

Best Foot Forward graduate Victoria Pagan 
holds a portrait she painted of artist  
Frida Kahlo. [CAPEHART]
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AT&T Makes $850,000 Grant to ChildNet to 
Help Children in Foster Care Succeed 
By Robert S Weinroth 

It was a day to celebrate the collaboration between our 

business community, non-profit agencies and our school 

district to help students reach their full potential. 

An $850,000 contribution from AT&T to ChildNet will help 

local foster care youth succeed in school. ChildNet is among 10 

recipient non-profits, nationwide, to share in a grant by AT&T 

of $9.25 million in celebration of the 10-year anniversary of AT&T Aspire, an initiative to help 

provide access to education and training students need to get and keep good jobs. 

ChilNet is the lead child welfare agency for Palm Beach and Broward counties. $750,000 of the 

AT&T grant will be used to expand it Grounded for Life academic mentoring program, a 

collaboration with Best Food Forward (PBC) and Children’s Harbor (Broward). 

Over 60% of the children who age out of the foster care system fail to receive a high school diploma. 

The Grounded for Lufe program is s powerful counterbalance to a childhood often filled with abuse 

and neglect. 

ChildNet will use $100,000 of the grant to create an Educational Services Specialist position in West 

Palm Beach who will serve 300 students placed in Palm Beach County’s foster care system to help 

them overcome barriers to success in school. 

Over the past 7 years, AT&T has contributed over $1.6 million to ChildNet to help improve 

educational outcomes for the students it serves. 

 

 

http://www.bocaratontribune.com/bocaratonnews/category/columnists/roberts-community-report/
http://www.bocaratontribune.com/bocaratonnews/author/robertweinroth/
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http://www.bocaratontribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/43624159_1790858774376805_53442535762165760_n.jpg




 

 

The 2023 BFF Bash, An Enchanted Evening, was 

successful beyond our wildest imagination! 

 
The event, held on April 22, 2023 at the Polo Club of Boca Raton, was our best 

fundraiser, ever. Thanks to the generosity of 500 attendees and donors and 62 

sponsors, we raised more than $1,470,000! These funds will be used to 

continue to expand our programs, increase the number of students we serve in 

Palm Beach County each year, and further our mission of empowering foster 

care and at-risk youth by providing essential support and academic guidance. 

 
We proudly recognized our Champion of Children Award recipient, Mike Burke, 

Superintendent of the Palm Beach County School District, and our Honorary 

Chairs, Patricia and Paul Kilgallon. Perhaps the most special moment was 

hearing Serenity, a recent Florida Gulf Coast University graduate, tell her story 

of how BFF has shaped and changed her life. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making the Bash such 

an overwhelming success! 

CLICK HERE to see the video recap of the BASH! 

https://vimeo.com/plumproductionsmedia/review/825467048/17fc688834
https://bestfoot.org/
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   ChildNet is contracted with the 

   Department of Children and Families 

   in Broward and Palm Beach Counties. 
 
 

 

 

 
1100 W. McNab Rd. 0 Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 0 Phone 954-414-6000 0 Fax 954-414-6019 0 www.ChildNet.us  

4100 Okeechobee Blvd. 0 West Palm Beach, FL 33409 0 Phone 561-352-2500 0 Fax 561-352-2480/2481 

 
 
 
December 11, 2023 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Please accept this letter as a sign of ChildNet's enthusiastic support 
of Best Foot Forward, a local nonprofit agency dedicated to 
improving the educational outcomes for children in foster care. As 
the Community Based Care lead agency in Palm Beach County, 
responsible for administration of the local system of foster care and 
related services, ChildNet has repeatedly seen Best Foot Forward 
participate in and lead strong community partnerships that allow for 
the greatest chance of success for youth in foster care.  
 
Best Foot Forward has identified a crucial local need and 
developed innovative solutions for meeting it. Children in foster 
care have experienced trauma that leads to immense challenges in 
school and life. Best Foot Forward intelligently and sensitively 
recognizes and attends to them. Their programs allow children to 
thrive as they work towards the goal of reading comprehension, 
high school graduation and post-secondary success by providing 
one-on-one intervention and advocacy on behalf of the abused, 
neglected and abandoned children of Palm Beach County. 
 
The Children of Palm Beach County are fortunate to have such a 
dedicated agency and such effective programming available to 
them. ChildNet very much looks forward to continuing, and 
expanding, our work with them in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Larry N. Rein 
CEO and President  

http://www.childnet.us/
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