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Graduation caravan held for Palm Beach County
youth in foster care

by Liz Quirantes

Tuesday, May 26th 2020

Graduation caravan held for Palm Beach County youth in foster care (WPEC)

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (CBS12) — Less than half of foster kids graduate high
school and when they do, most of time there is no family there to cheer for them as

they walk across the stage.

This year, with graduation ceremonies canceled, the Best Foot Forward organization
in Palm Beach county- which has a 100 percent graduation rate - found a grandiose

way for the children in care they serve to celebrate their incredible accomplishment.
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SOCIETY | CHARITY | STYLE

Best Foot Forward Co-founder and CEO Donna Biase, GL Homes President Misha Ezratti and GL Homes
senior director of community relations, Sarah Alsofrom. Photo taken at Lotus in Boca Raton, a GL Homes
community. [TRACEY BENSON PHOTOGRAPHY]

Best Foot Forward gives kids
in foster care resources to thrive

Since its 2010 founding, the organization — the only one of its kind
in Palm Beach County — has a 100% high school graduation rate with its kids.

By Steve Dorfman
Notables Staff Writer

hildren enter the foster care
C system for any number of

reasons — abuse, neglect,
abandonment, to name a few.
These kids did not create, nor can
they control, their unfortunate
circumstances.

But there’s one thing they all
have in common: The day they
turn 18 they’re legally considered
adults.

While this used to mean instant
homelessness, Florida law
now enables teens to remain in
licensed foster care or approved
supervised “independent living
environments” until they’re 21,
provided such accommodations
are even available.

That said, the gaps in
coverage for these kids in terms
of emotional and financial
support can have devastating
consequences.

Dropping out of high school
(around 54% do).

Becoming homeless or a
perpetual “couch surfer” —
which happens to 40%.

Best Foot Forward Bash Event Chairs
Meryll and Ethan Bangsil [CAPEHART]

Getting arrested — which also
happens to 40%.

And the unlikelihood of
becoming a college graduate —
which only 3% do — makes it
virtually a pipe dream.

But there’s one agency in
Palm Beach County — Best Foot
Forward (BFF) — solely dedicated
to mitigating the long odds facing
foster kids.

Founded in 2010, BFF provides
one-on-one support to improve a
student’s educational experience.

Among the ways the organization
does so:

M Being involved from
kindergarten through college.

W Meeting regularly in schools.

H Collaborating with all
stakeholders.

B Bridging the gap between
child welfare and school.

H Consistent support
throughout the years.

B Teaching skills in test-taking,
studying and organization.

m Providing individual
academic tutoring.

B Communicating with
schoolteachers.

B Providing remedial reading
instruction.

B Teaching kids how to be one’s
own self-advocate.

H Providing ongoing incentives
and motivation.

The BFF program has been
remarkably successful: Kids who
go through it have a 100% high
school graduation rate.

Of course, such services and
results would not be possible

See BFF, 2D

NOTABLES COVER STORIES highlight local businesses, philanthropies, charities
and individuals. Stories are sponsored. To be featured, contact Notables Editor Krystian von Speidel

at notables@pbpost.com.



BFF

from 1D

without the contributions of local
philanthropists.

For instance, GL Homes supports
the BFF mission toits core. It has
provided innumerable resources
and services to BFF’s kids, including
throwing graduation parties, giving
them access to the arts, and providing
everything from nutritional education
to career advice.

“With a laser-sharp focus on
education, Best Foot Forward creates
a bright future for exceptional young
people aging out of the foster care
system,” said GL Homes President
Misha Ezratti. “BFF students see the
world through the lens of a productive
and successful life. This high-impact,
high-performance charity ensures
foster children graduate high school and
college at rates far exceeding the national
average. Our community thrives when
our children are successful.”

BFF is especially excited about its
upcoming fundraising gala — the
annual Bash — which this year will
have a theme of “The World Awaits.”

“This will be a memorable evening,
and we hope to raise a significant
amount of money to support our
important and diverse programs,”
said BFF co-founder and CEO Donna
Biase. “Best Foot Forward is thrilled
torecognize GL Homes as the 2022
Champion of Children Award recipient.
Their support has been steadfast and
instrumental in providing opportunities
for our students to learn critical skills
they need to be successful in school,
work, and life. GL Homes’ efforts have
been invaluable.”

Among the things that attendees will
be treated to:

B Learning about BFF’s successful
programs from a former foster youth.

B Cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, dinner,
dancing and silent and live auctions.

B Hearing from this year’s
honorary chair, Anita Detert, about
her community advocacy and
philanthropy.

B Seeing the aforementioned GL
Homes receive the 2022 Champion of
Children Award.

With tickets priced at $200 per
person, Biase cautions that “they will
sell out quickly.” And the evening’s
fundraising goal is an ambitious one:
$400,000.

Best Foot Forward

Best Foot Forward Co-founder and Chief
Bash Honorary Program Officer
Chair Anita Detert Debbie Ellman.
[JENNIFER FUJIKAWA] [CAPEHART]

Best Foot Forward graduate Fracis Jeune
creates pencil sketch during art class at
the Norton Museum of Art. [CAPEHART]

M T
Best Foot Forward graduate Victoria Pagan

holds a portrait she painted of artist
Frida Kahlo. [CAPEHART]

IFYOU GO

What: “The World Awaits” — Best Foot
Forward’s annual Bash.

When: Saturday, April 23, 6:30 p.m.
Where: The Polo Club of Boca Raton,

5400 Champion Blvd. in Boca Raton.
Admiission: $200 per person.

For more information: Call 561-470-8300 or
visit bestfoot.org.

But then again, teaching our
community’s most disadvantaged
youngsters to be ambitious is what
Best Foot Forward is all about.
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Robert's Community Report | By Robert Weinroth

AT&T Makes $850,000 Grant to ChildNet to
Help Children in Foster Care Succeed

By Robert S Weinroth

It was a day to celebrate the collaboration between our

business community, non-profit agencies and our school

district to help students reach their full potential.

An $850,000 contribution from AT&T to ChildNet will help

local foster care youth succeed in school. ChildNet is among 10

recipient non-profits, nationwide, to share in a grant by AT&T
of $9.25 million in celebration of the 10-year anniversary of AT&T Aspire, an initiative to help
provide access to education and training students need to get and keep good jobs.

ChilNet is the lead child welfare agency for Palm Beach and Broward counties. $750,000 of the
AT&T grant will be used to expand it Grounded for Life academic mentoring program, a

collaboration with Best Food Forward (PBC) and Children’s Harbor (Broward).

Over 60% of the children who age out of the foster care system fail to receive a high school diploma.
The Grounded for Lufe program is s powerful counterbalance to a childhood often filled with abuse

and neglect.

ChildNet will use $100,000 of the grant to create an Educational Services Specialist position in West
Palm Beach who will serve 300 students placed in Palm Beach County’s foster care system to help

them overcome barriers to success in school.

Over the past 7 years, AT&T has contributed over $1.6 million to ChildNet to help improve

educational outcomes for the students it serves.



http://www.bocaratontribune.com/bocaratonnews/category/columnists/roberts-community-report/
http://www.bocaratontribune.com/bocaratonnews/author/robertweinroth/
http://www.bocaratontribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/43700094_1790858827710133_8601583939171123200_n.jpg
http://www.bocaratontribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/IMG_5405.jpg
http://www.bocaratontribune.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/43624159_1790858774376805_53442535762165760_n.jpg

Empowermg foster youth to achieve success

BFF ensures that all of their students have
opportunities to participate in experiences such as
prom and graduation. Pictured above, David and his
BFF coaches celebrate at his graduation ceremony.

Youth in the child welfare system face significant life and academic
challenges — often having suffered abuse, neglect or abandonment
— and must overcome substantially more obstacles than their peers
to be successful.

Best Foot Forward Foundation (BFF) is dedicated to improving
education and future outcomes for these children and young adults
in Palm Beach County. The Jim Moran Foundation supports BFF's
Grounded For Life program that helps youth reach their full
potential through academic advising, mentoring, advocacy and
other wraparound services during high school and post-secondary
education. Nearly all of the participating students are promoted to the
next grade and ultimately graduate. Since it was founded in 2010, the
organization has served 325 students.

David has been a member of BFF since eleventh grade. Each
week, he met with BFF’s high school graduation coach to ensure
that he was passing his classes and to develop plans for further
education. BFF’s college coach then guided him through the process
of completing college and scholarship applications, financial aid
requests and more. With his coaches” ongoing, caring support,
David recently graduated with an Associate of Arts degree from
Palm Beach State College. He is currently attending Florida Atlantic
University and pursuing a Bachelor of Social Work degree to one
day serve other foster care children.

For more information about Best Foot Forward Foundation, please visit www.bestfoot.org or call (561) 470-8300.




AN ENCHANTED EVENING!

The 2023 BFF Bash, An Enchanted Evening, was
successful beyond our wildest imagination!

The event, held on April 22, 2023 at the Polo Club of Boca Raton, was our best
fundraiser, ever. Thanks to the generosity of 500 attendees and donors and 62
sponsors, we raised more than $1,470,000! These funds will be used to
continue to expand our programs, increase the number of students we serve in
Palm Beach County each year, and further our mission of empowering foster
care and at-risk youth by providing essential support and academic guidance.

We proudly recognized our Champion of Children Award recipient, Mike Burke,
Superintendent of the Palm Beach County School District, and our Honorary
Chairs, Patricia and Paul Kilgallon. Perhaps the most special moment was
hearing Serenity, a recent Florida Gulf Coast University graduate, tell her story
of how BFF has shaped and changed her life.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making the Bash such

an overwhelming success!

CLICK HERE to see the video recap of the BASH!



https://vimeo.com/plumproductionsmedia/review/825467048/17fc688834
https://bestfoot.org/
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‘Raton Wealth Consulting Group- Feldman Develol;ment' £
'UBS Financial Services Inc.” Marla and Gary Greenspa ¢
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Champagne & Parisi Real Estate” Susan Salamon
Margi and Kurtiss Cross* Sandy and Ed Sheehy*
Mary and Bill Donnell* Truist Wealth
SWEPT OFF YOUR FEET
Lori and David Bargas* Claudia and Warren Orlando*
Laura and Bill Fash* Lisa and Todd Orlando*
Father and Son Foundation® Palm Beach State College Foundation*
Kelly and Will Fleming Paradise Bank*
Chris and Forrest Heathcott* Sunflower Landscaping*
IHOP* TBS Law, PA.*
Innovative Telecom Solutions* Temple Beth El of Boca Raton*
Michael E. Katz The Toppel Family Foundation*
Victoria and Les Matthews Urology Center of South Florida, P.A.*
Mattison Podiatry Group* Elaine Weinberg, VP, Financial Advisor, Morgan Stanley*

Weisman, Brodie, Starr & Margolies, P.A.*

IN KIND SPONSORS

Jewelry Sponsor - Cristino Fine Jewelry*
Design Sponsor - Dawn of Designs*

Event Design and Management Sponsor - Linzi Events
Entertainment Sponsor - Mike Sipe Entertainment, Events & Productions*
Video Sponsor - Plum Productions Corporate Video Services*
Exclusive Media Sponsor - The Boca Raton Observer
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Florida 33434

GESGFO0G
FORWARD remarron >



m\%

Leading abused children to safety and stability <

Board of Directors

Amy Black
Board Chair

Victoria Thurston, Ed.D.
Vice Chair

Meghan Russell
Treasurer

Rebecca L. Brock, Esq.

Secretary

Chelsea Bellew, Esq.
David Prather, Esq.
Donna Korn

Josefa Benjamin, Col.
Lois Marino

Mark Dhooge (non-voting)
Michael Lepera
Nancy Stamper, Esq.
Paul M. Adams, Esq.
Ronald Ford, M.D.
Sabria McElroy, Esq.

Larry N. Rein
Chief Executive Officer and
President

Donna Eprifania
Chief Financial Officer

Our Mission:

Te protect abused,
abandoned and
neglected children in
the communities
we serve.

ﬂ COUNCIL
I,‘*J ACCREDITATION

ChildNet is
Department of Children and Families
in Broward and Palm Beach Counties.

December 11, 2023

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept this letter as a sign of ChildNet's enthusiastic support
of Best Foot Forward, a local nonprofit agency dedicated to
improving the educational outcomes for children in foster care. As
the Community Based Care lead agency in Palm Beach County,
responsible for administration of the local system of foster care and
related services, ChildNet has repeatedly seen Best Foot Forward
participate in and lead strong community partnerships that allow for
the greatest chance of success for youth in foster care.

Best Foot Forward has identified a crucial local need and
developed innovative solutions for meeting it. Children in foster
care have experienced trauma that leads to immense challenges in
school and life. Best Foot Forward intelligently and sensitively
recognizes and attends to them. Their programs allow children to
thrive as they work towards the goal of reading comprehension,
high school graduation and post-secondary success by providing
one-on-one intervention and advocacy on behalf of the abused,
neglected and abandoned children of Palm Beach County.

The Children of Palm Beach County are fortunate to have such a
dedicated agency and such effective programming available to
them. ChildNet very much looks forward to continuing, and
expanding, our work with them in the future.

Sincerely,

Loarry N. Rein

Larry N. Rein
CEO and President

1100 W. McNab Rd. o Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 o Phone 954-414-6000 o Fax 954-414-6019 o www.ChildNet.us
4100 Okeechobee Blvd. 0 West Palm Beach, FL 33409 o Phone 561-352-2500 o Fax 561-352-2480/2481


http://www.childnet.us/

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MICHAEL J. BURKE FRANK A. BARBIERI, JR., ESQ.

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL SUPERINTENDENT BOARD CHAIRMAN
OFFICE oF THE SUPERINTENDENT KAREN M. BRILL
3300 FOREST HILL BOULEVARD, C-316 BOARD VICE CHAIR
WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33406-5869

MARCIA ANDREWS
PHONE: 561-649-6833 / FAx: 561-649-6837 ALEXANDRIA AYALA
WWW.PALMBEACHSCHOOLS.ORG BARBARA MCQUINN

DEBRA L. ROBINSON, M.D.
ERICA WHITFIELD

July 28, 2022

Debbie Ellman, Co-Founder
Donna Biase, Co-Founder

Best Foot Forward Foundation
9080 Kimberly Boulevard, Suite 10
Boca Raton, FL 33434

Dear Ms. Ellman & Ms. Biase:

As Superintendent, it is my pleasure to write this letter of support to the leadership and efforts of the Best Foot
Forward Foundation. Over the past years, the Best Foot Forward team have worked tirelessly with students in
Palm Beach County and as a result of this ongoing support, dedication and commitment, it has impacted and
enriched their lives and future in a very positive way.

It is my honor to highly recommend Best Foot Forward as a partner in Palm Beach County. The Foundation’s
ongoing efforts have been widely recognized by the many commendations it has received on the impact it has
made. The dedication to the student starts right at the beginning when the team researches the student’s
background, including academics, behavior, etc., to best assist their individual needs before actually entering a
school campus and start working with professionals at the school site. Once the team meets, they arrange the
student’s schedule, the individual support needs for the student, and eventually a working plan for the student’s
life.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to provide the Best Foot Forward Foundation this letter of support and
official recommendation.

Sincerely,

LYl

Michael J. Burke
Superintendent

The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida
A Top High-Performing A-Rated School District
An Equal Opportunity Education Provider and Employer



THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MICHAEL J. BURKE FRANK A. BARBIERI, IR., ESQ.

PALM BEACH COUNTY, FL SUPERINTENDENT BOARD CHAIRMAN
3300 FOREST HILL BOULEVARD, C-316
WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33406-5869 KAREN M. BRILL

!
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4 BEACH COU™ BOARD VICE CHAIR

PHONE: 561-434-8000 / FAX: 561-434-7385
MARCIA ANDREWS
ALEXANDRIA AYALA
BARBARA MCQUINN
DEBRA L. ROBINSON, M.D.
ERICA WHITFIELD

December 17, 2021

To Whom it May Concern:

| am pleased to write this recommendation on behalf of the Best Foot Forward organization.
Best Foot Forward has worked with the Palm Beach County School District in serving a very
important purpose, providing innovative programs to help children in foster care.

In the course of this meaningful collaboration, the organization has developed excellent
relationships within the District as well as with administrators in our schools. Best Foot
Forward’s approach focuses on teamwork and student support, thereby having a definitive,
positive effect on children’s success in school.

The professionals at Best Foot Forward display strong leadership and a firm commitment to the
students they serve. Their dedication to children is evident in every program they provide,
leading to successful academic outcomes and achievements for this vulnerable population.

| am confident that Best Foot Forward will continue to make a difference in the lives of foster
youth in our schools, and | look forward to working with the Best Foot Forward team in the
future. If you would like any additional information, you are welcome to contact me.

Sincerely,

Frank A. Barbieri, Ir., Esq.
School Board Chairman

The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida
A Top High-Performing A-Rated School District
An Equal Opportunity Education Provider and Emplaoyer
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