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Graduation caravan held for Palm Beach County
youth in foster care

by Liz Quirantes

Tuesday, May 26th 2020

Graduation caravan held for Palm Beach County youth in foster care (WPEC)

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (CBS12) — Less than half of foster kids graduate high
school and when they do, most of time there is no family there to cheer for them as

they walk across the stage.

This year, with graduation ceremonies canceled, the Best Foot Forward organization
in Palm Beach county- which has a 100 percent graduation rate - found a grandiose

way for the children in care they serve to celebrate their incredible accomplishment.
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Robert's Community Report | By Robert Weinroth

AT&T Makes $850,000 Grant to ChildNet to
Help Children in Foster Care Succeed

By Robert S Weinroth

It was a day to celebrate the collaboration between our

business community, non-profit agencies and our school

district to help students reach their full potential.

An $850,000 contribution from AT&T to ChildNet will help

local foster care youth succeed in school. ChildNet is among 10

recipient non-profits, nationwide, to share in a grant by AT&T
of $9.25 million in celebration of the 10-year anniversary of AT&T Aspire, an initiative to help
provide access to education and training students need to get and keep good jobs.

ChilNet is the lead child welfare agency for Palm Beach and Broward counties. $750,000 of the
AT&T grant will be used to expand it Grounded for Life academic mentoring program, a

collaboration with Best Food Forward (PBC) and Children’s Harbor (Broward).

Over 60% of the children who age out of the foster care system fail to receive a high school diploma.
The Grounded for Lufe program is s powerful counterbalance to a childhood often filled with abuse

and neglect.

ChildNet will use $100,000 of the grant to create an Educational Services Specialist position in West
Palm Beach who will serve 300 students placed in Palm Beach County’s foster care system to help

them overcome barriers to success in school.

Over the past 7 years, AT&T has contributed over $1.6 million to ChildNet to help improve

educational outcomes for the students it serves.
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Empowermg foster youth to achieve success

BFF ensures that all of their students have
opportunities to participate in experiences such as
prom and graduation. Pictured above, David and his
BFF coaches celebrate at his graduation ceremony.

Youth in the child welfare system face significant life and academic
challenges — often having suffered abuse, neglect or abandonment
— and must overcome substantially more obstacles than their peers
to be successful.

Best Foot Forward Foundation (BFF) is dedicated to improving
education and future outcomes for these children and young adults
in Palm Beach County. The Jim Moran Foundation supports BFF's
Grounded For Life program that helps youth reach their full
potential through academic advising, mentoring, advocacy and
other wraparound services during high school and post-secondary
education. Nearly all of the participating students are promoted to the
next grade and ultimately graduate. Since it was founded in 2010, the
organization has served 325 students.

David has been a member of BFF since eleventh grade. Each
week, he met with BFF’s high school graduation coach to ensure
that he was passing his classes and to develop plans for further
education. BFF’s college coach then guided him through the process
of completing college and scholarship applications, financial aid
requests and more. With his coaches” ongoing, caring support,
David recently graduated with an Associate of Arts degree from
Palm Beach State College. He is currently attending Florida Atlantic
University and pursuing a Bachelor of Social Work degree to one
day serve other foster care children.

For more information about Best Foot Forward Foundation, please visit www.bestfoot.org or call (561) 470-8300.
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December 17, 2021

To Whom it May Concern:

| am pleased to write this recommendation on behalf of the Best Foot Forward organization.
Best Foot Forward has worked with the Palm Beach County School District in serving a very
important purpose, providing innovative programs to help children in foster care.

In the course of this meaningful collaboration, the organization has developed excellent
relationships within the District as well as with administrators in our schools. Best Foot
Forward’s approach focuses on teamwork and student support, thereby having a definitive,
positive effect on children’s success in school.

The professionals at Best Foot Forward display strong leadership and a firm commitment to the
students they serve. Their dedication to children is evident in every program they provide,
leading to successful academic outcomes and achievements for this vulnerable population.

| am confident that Best Foot Forward will continue to make a difference in the lives of foster
youth in our schools, and | look forward to working with the Best Foot Forward team in the
future. If you would like any additional information, you are welcome to contact me.

Sincerely,

Frank A. Barbieri, Ir., Esq.
School Board Chairman

The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida
A Top High-Performing A-Rated School District
An Equal Opportunity Education Provider and Emplaoyer
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